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This information report is written for parents and follows Schedule 1 of the Special Educational Needs & Disability Regulations 2014.

What kinds of special educational needs can be met at the school?

At Malcolm Sargent Primary School, children with a variety of differences can have their needs met, commensurate with the provision, resourcing and environment of as mainstream primary school. These are identified through the SEN Code Of Practice (2014), as needs including:

1. Communication and interaction (such as speech, language, social communication and social interactions with others).
2. Cognition and learning (such as challenges with learning, memory, specific difficulties with reading, writing and maths.
3. Social, emotional and mental health needs such as anxiety, traits of or a diagnosis of autism, ADHD, low mood and self-esteem.
4. Sensory and physical needs such as visual and hearing impairments, muscular or skeletal conditions, sensory sensitivities. 

What is the profile of SEND at the school?

	
	End Of Academic Year SEN Breakdown (Census January 2024)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year Group
	No. Of Children With Support
	Support – K
	Support – E
	Code Of Practice Category (Primary Need)
	
	
	Diagnosis (All)

	
	
	
	
	Cognition & Learning
	Social, Emotional & Mental Health
	Sensory & Physical
	Communication & Interaction
	Global Delay
	ADHD
	ASD
	Dyslexia
	Dyspraxia
	Visual/Hearing
	Speech Delay
	Cerebral Palsy
	Chromosome

	Totals
	137
(21.2%)
	104
(16.1%)
	27 
(4.1%)
	46 (34%)
	60 (44%)
	6 (4%)
	11 (8%)
	4
	8
	7
	12
	1
	1
	8
	2
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National*
	17%
	14.1%
	2.9%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Primary State Funded 2023-2024 DfE Data





How does our school know if our pupils need extra help?

	
At Malcolm Sargent Primary School, children can be identified as having SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) in several ways:

· Liaison with parents/carers before a child starts school.
· Notification from previous setting (nursery/school).
· Notification from relevant agencies or health professionals involved with the child.
· Daily assessments in class.
· Termly reviews of the child’s attainment and progress.
· Concerns raised by parents, the child or other adults in school.
· An indication that the child’s behaviour is beginning to affect his/her performance or well-being e.g. frequent lunchtime incidents reported on the school’s pupil management information system (Integris).

Please see Appendix 1: ‘SEND Referral and Identification Procedure’ for further details. 


	How does the school know how well my child is doing?

We carefully track and moderate the progress of every child in school to ensure they are fulfilling their potential, and our teachers and TAs are extremely skilled at assessing your child on a day-to-day basis. Within lessons, teachers will regularly ask your child to reflect on their understanding using range of self-assessment strategies which not only allows the teacher to see where extra immediate support is needed, but also shows your child very quickly that they are making progress and where they need help.

We also carry out more formal termly assessments which inform our data; teachers use this data to plan extra intervention sessions, inform groupings within the class and target those children who need extra support or extension. 

Children with SEND may also need extra assessments to identify specific areas which need support. These may be done in school by our trained staff or by outside agencies.  You will always be informed of the results and how we are using them to help your child in school and how you can help at home.  

How well do children with SEND achieve at the school? Are they happy?

Our children with SEND achieved very well against national progress and attainment measures at the end of Year 6 in 2024, in Reading, Writing, Maths and GaPS.





	Year 6
	NATIONAL SEN 2023
	SCHOOL SEN 
2024

	
	EXS/GDS/SS
	EXS/GDS/SS

	Reading
	39/10/99
	62/24/104

	Writing
	29/3
	52/5

	Maths
	36/7/98
	57/10/101

	GaPS
	33/8/98
	57/14/101

	Combined
	20/1
	38/1



	Year 4 MTC
	NATIONAL SEN
	SCHOOL SEN 
2024 


	
	Average Points
	Average Points

	Reading
	15.9
	20.29



	Year 2
	NATIONAL KS2 SEN 2023
	SCHOOL SEN 
2024

	
	EXS/GDS/SS
	EXS/GDS

	Reading
	39/10/99
	67%/27%

	Writing
	29/3
	33%/7%

	Maths
	36/7/98
	60%/13%

	Combined
	20/1
	40%/7%



	Year 1
	NATIONAL 
	SCHOOL SEN 
2024

	
	Pass
	Pass

	Phonics Screening
	44%
		82%	



	EYFS
	NATIONAL 
	SCHOOL SEN 
2024

	
	EXS
	EXS

	GLD
	25%
	25%

	Reading
	37%
	58%

	Writing
	27%
	50%

	Maths
	25%
	58%






Wellbeing:

It is important that our children with SEND feel happy. The results of our Stirling Wellbeing Questionnaire in June 2024 shows that our children with SEND are within the normal range of ‘feeling happy’ against national parameters). 

	Stirling Wellbeing Measure
	NATIONAL 
Expected Range
	SCHOOL SEN 
2024

	
	38 to 44
	38.28



What is the school’s approach to teaching children with special educational needs and what additional support is offered? 

Please see Appendix 2 for details of the school’s approach and provision (The SEND Journey at Malcolm Sargent Primary School).

How is the curriculum adapted to meet children’s needs and help children engage together in the activities provided?

Alongside the many adaptations and strategies to support children with special educational needs listed above, teachers will plan lessons, activities and opportunities to match the needs of children. This could be by:

· Differentiating the work to make it different from the work other children receive.
· By adding additional support to enable children to access the same work that everyone is receiving.
· Or a combination of both.

Subject leaders also plan for how their subjects can be adapted, and whether additional equipment is provided for children who have special educational needs, to ensure equality of opportunity and access to a broad and balanced curriculum (see below). Our aim is always to ensure that children with special educational needs are given the support they need to have the same opportunities, when possible, as other children and to work as part of a class team which is aware of children’s differences, as well as learning to respect one another. 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

All year groups attend day trips throughout the year and in Year 6, a short residential trip is offered.  Full risk assessments are carried out for any outdoor education opportunity and any specific need will be considered and planned for.  Staff may meet with parents of children who need additional support to ensure that provision is suitable.

All children have an equal right to attend after-school clubs providing the health and safety of all children is not compromised. For clubs with limited places there will be a deadline for completed reply slips and the relevant number will be selected randomly.  

If you would like your children to attend the Acorn Breakfast or After-School Club, please contact the Acorn Childcare Centre and speak to a member of their office team on 01780 766493.

What support is available for improving the emotional, mental and social development of children with special educational needs?

As can be seen in the provision detailed above, the school offers a wide variety of support for children with social and emotional needs, much of which is delivered through our inclusive and comprehensive PSHE curriculum. Additional support can also be provided when needed through targeted work offered by teachers, teaching assistants and the Pastoral Team.

With which other agencies and external professionals does the school partner to offer more enhanced support for children with special educational needs?

The trustees ensure the school partners with many different agencies to support children. A list of the main agencies with which the school partners can be found in Appendix 2 (The SEND Journey at Malcolm Sargent Primary School). 

How does the school evaluate how effective the provision for children is?

Teachers and school leaders monitor the effectiveness of provision for children with special educational needs in many ways.  First, through the plan of support for each child. Provision is reviewed against its success and amended accordingly, involving the child, parent, teacher and teaching assistants. Secondly, the overall school strategy for provision is evaluated against the overall outcomes for groups of children with special educational needs, so that changes can be made to approaches and/or strategies to better support them. Finally, evidence is also gathered on programs of support to evaluate the effectiveness of the program. Programs and interventions may be changes entirely, should they not be as effective as others. 

How does the school keep a record of my child’s needs and the targets and provision they have to support them?

The school has a written document to record your child’s needs, their provision and their targets. This document also keeps an ongoing record of their provision, what has worked and not worked, what support they have from other external agencies, the views of the child, the parents and the school, with a simple child friendly profile page. Please see Appendix 3 for an example of a profile.





How does the school review my child’s needs and the support they receive?

The review of your child’s profile happens three times a year, involving your child and school staff as appropriate, and other agencies, when they are involved. Please see Appendix 4 for full details. 

What training do staff receive? What expertise is offered to staff? 

Staff working with children with special educational needs have a variety of ongoing training and support. As part of induction, staff receive five hours of training about the four main areas of need and what provision children can be offered to support them. Beyond this, teaching staff follow a five-year training pathway which covers the mandatory training set by Lincolnshire services such as the Working Together Team and Behaviour Outreach. This is then supplemented with more detailed courses tailored to the children for whom they care, over a five-year period. 

The school has a fully qualified and trained SENDCO (Special Educational Needs & Disabilities Coordinator) and Mental Health Lead. Expertise is also bought in, when funding allows, and when the needs of the child exceed the school expertise and further advise is needed. A full range of expert advice is sought from the following agencies (some of which do not charge). Please see Appendix 5 for full details of school training related to special educational needs.

Resources & Equipment

Equipment for children is bought in for all children with special educational needs to use, shared across the school. Some of these may be programs of support to which the school subscribes, others are equipment used to target support for individuals. Many are acquired due to their being recommended by external agencies as being good, evidence-based resources or interventions which work well. Specialist equipment is made available for children when this is needed and in collaboration with services such as occupational health and sensory integration services, visual and hearing impairment services etc. 





	
How will my child be involved in the process and be able to contribute their views?

We feel it is very important for your child to be involved in target setting and to tell us how they feel about school and learning.  Once any child has been placed on the SEND register, parents will be informed and invited to attend a ‘Target Set Meeting’ with the class teacher to discuss how your child is getting on and what relevant targets we all feel they should be working towards each term, both in school and at home.  When possible, we ask the child to be present for at least part of these meetings to ensure they understand that we are all working together and know their own targets.  We may ask them to fill in a questionnaire before the meeting, with an adult at school, if necessary, which helps lead the discussion. They will also be involved in subsequent review meetings when progress against current targets is reviewed, and new targets are set.  These meetings happen at least three times each year. We talk to children before the meetings about the progress they have made, their targets and achievement towards them, how we feel they have been progressing and areas to work on. We ask their opinions on whether they agree and the success of different strategies and provisions they have. 

How can I be involved in supporting my child?

We hope that all parents will support their child through:

· Regular reading.
· Encouraging them to be organised and independent.
· Encouraging them to complete homework well and on time.
· Supporting them in learning any sounds, key words, spellings, and times tables that are sent home.
· Ensuring you sign up to Parentmail and check for letters regularly.

For children with SEND the school will share practical ideas to help at home such as:

· Visual timetables and checklists, which we can help you to create.
· Games and activities to help develop memory and concentration.
· Strategies for improving reading such as paired reading.
· Resources to help your child achieve their targets such as flash cards. 
· Advice from outside agencies including the Parent/Carer Forum (newsletters are sent out termly).

In addition, we very much welcome parent involvement in our school through:

· Becoming a member of the PTFA and supporting their meetings and events.
· Sharing any talents or expertise you may have.
· Joining us to support your child during open afternoons, performances, sports days etc.

Above all, we encourage you to communicate regularly with your child’s class teacher and share any information about your child, which will help us to ensure all their needs are met. We would also encourage you to download all the relevant apps to help keep you informed about your child e.g. Seesaw (online learning journal), Parentmail etc.

What opportunities will there be for me to discuss my child’s attainment and achievement?  How will I know how well my child is progressing?

It is very important to us that you feel well-supported and informed and in the first instance, your child’s class teacher and TA will keep you regularly informed of your child’s progress in a range of ways.  These include:

· General teacher feedback before and after school.
· Home/school communication on Seesaw.
· Target set meetings and all relevant SEND paperwork.
· SEND Parent consultations.
· Assessment or observation feedback from school or an outside agency (SENDCO may also be present).
· Annual reports.

If you wish to have a longer meeting with your child’s class teacher, please contact them either by phone or face-to-face to make an appointment for an appropriate time.  To make an appointment with a SENDCO please contact the school office. 

What happens if my child’s needs can’t be met with the extra help they get?

Within the reviews of your child’s progress and how their needs are being met, it may be considered that the provision and strategies provided are not sufficient to meet the needs of your child. Should the school have exhausted the time and resources ordinarily available for children for special educational needs, and/or if the needs of your child are so significant that more help is needed, the school or parents can request an assessment for additional provision and funding to pay for this, through an Education, Health Care Plan.  We review the EHCP three times a year, including the ‘Annual Review’. The Annual Review makes changes to the EHCP in statute, and occurs once per year, with advice from external professionals and the case worker for the child, when relevant. These updates will be made on the EHC Hub, which stores all Lincolnshire EHCPs. 

A further two reviews are undertaken each year of the EHCP, which are recorded on a paper document, discussing interim progress and changes.  

These amendments and adjustments are then ratified into a new EHCP formally during the Annual Review held once per year and the new EHCP is then produced by the local authority. More details can be found in Appendix 6.

How can parents raise concerns or complaints?

Feedback from parents of children with special educational needs tells us that they are happy with the offer they receive:

	Parent Feedback
Summer Term
	SCHOOL SEND 
2024
1 = Unhappy
5 = Very Happy

	
	Scaled Score 1-5

	EYFS
	4.85

	Y1
	4.83

	Y2
	4.7

	Y3
	4.9

	Y4
	4.57

	Y5
	4.79

	Y6
	4.67

	Overall
	4.76



At Malcolm Sargent Primary School, we operate an open-door policy so in the first instance, please speak to your child’s class teacher.  Alternatively, you can arrange to speak to Mr Cox, our school’s SENDCO, or Mrs Perry who offers SEND support in EYFS/Y1/Y2).  A member of the school office team will be happy to make an appointment for you. 

Should you wish to make a formal complaint, then please contact the complaints coordinator, Liz Town at enquiries@malcolmsargent.lincs.sch.uk 

How accessible is the school environment?  

Our site is accessible for all children and their families, and all classrooms are chosen and adapted as necessary to cater for any specific needs and disabilities, whenever possible.  All areas of the school have ramp access and there are a number of accessible toilet facilities in school. We also have a hygiene suite with a shower.  

If needed, a specific risk assessment will be completed for individuals to address the accessibility of the school for that child and their needs. A resulting Care Plan would be written which would be reviewed as necessary.  

Please see our Access Audit and our Accessibility Plan (both of which are available on our website at:

https://www.malcolmsargentschool.co.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=18 ) 

These documents provide full details of access to our school site and the plan of any improvements needed to develop access further. 

Parents and children who speak English as an additional language (EAL) are supported by our EAL coordinator along with the SENDCO.  It is possible to arrange translators if needed for meetings.  See our EAL policy and procedure (available at the website link above) for further details. 

How do I apply for a place for my child?

Applications for children who have special educational needs operate in the same way as for other children, unless they have an Education, Health Care Plan. Details of the admissions procedure for Malcolm Sargent Primary School and for Lincolnshire can be found at:

https://www.malcolmsargentschool.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions%2C+deferrals+%26amp%3B+appeals&pid=95

and

https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/school-admissions/apply-school/2

If your child has an Education, Health care Plan, please contact your child’s caseworker for details on how to move your child’s school and consult with us for a place. 

No child will be refused admission to school based on his or her special educational or language need or ethnicity.  In line with the Equalities Act 2010, we will not discriminate against disabled children, and we will take all reasonable steps to provide effective educational provision.  Please see our Admission Policies at:

https://www.malcolmsargentschool.co.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=18

How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school?

Our Early Years Foundation Stage Team has excellent links with our feeder pre-schools and nurseries.  Mrs Perry (Assistant Principal EYFS-Y2) visits the nurseries to talk to staff and meet the children prior to them joining us.  She will discuss any SEND or behavioural needs at these visits and plan for any extra transition which may be needed.  

The teachers and TAs then visit the children in their homes to meet them and their parents before they start school.  

Mrs Perry or the class teachers will attend any necessary SEND meetings in the summer term if required.  

All new Early Years Foundation Stage children are invited to attend taster days and the children who attend Acorn begin transition to school in the summer term, with activities such as coming across to school for stories, lunch in the dining hall and a teddy bears’ picnic. 

There is a ‘Curriculum Event’ for parents at the start of the autumn term to inform them about the learning and expectations for the coming year. 

There are also virtual tours and videos on the admissions section of our school website at:

https://www.malcolmsargentschool.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions%2C+deferrals+%26amp%3B+appeals&pid=95

Children who join us from other settings follow an induction programme which includes a meeting for the parents and child with the child’s new class teacher and follow a settling in checklist to ensure your child has everything they need to quickly feel a part of their new class.  There will also be assessments so that we know exactly what your child needs to progress. A ‘Joiner’s Form’ is sent to your child’s previous school to gather all relevant information.  Any SEND information will be passed to both our SENDCO and your child’s class teacher to action an initial SEND meeting. 

Information from previous settings for all children, including SEND and medical information, will be used to inform planning. Extra transition may be planned if a need is identified.

How will the school prepare and support my child to transfer to a new setting/school?

If children leave us prior to Year 6, class teachers will, on request from the destination school or county council, complete a Leaver’s Form with all relevant information. The school also sends all the child’s exercise books and SEND information to the destination school.  

If necessary, a SEND transition meeting is arranged to pass on important information about the child along with any key support or management strategies.  If deemed necessary, the SENDCO will call the school to speak to the new SENDCO to ensure that they are fully prepared for your child.

All children transferring to secondary school undergo a thorough transition plan including PSHE work to prepare them for the changes and planned visits to the school.  

If we feel a child may have more difficulty settling into secondary school, we arrange extra visits with a TA and a friend, or with a parent after school.  Our school SENDCO will meet with the destination school SENDCO to hand over all relevant information and paperwork and ensure that the school is fully aware of the support they receive with us so that they can prepare accordingly.  We will also invite relevant professionals from the secondary setting to attend any final review meetings in the summer term. 
 

How can I access support for myself?

It can often be challenging to be a parent of a child with SEND. Sometimes this is because of how the child’s differences may present themselves in school, leading to difficulties and frustrations with their work, socially or emotionally. At other times, the child may exhibit those differences at home because of the different environment and expectations, or because they need to let out their emotions due to their school day.

It is important for parents to seek the right kind of support for children from the right person, whenever these differences are presenting themselves.

Staff may signpost you to external agencies or support networks.  

Parents are encouraged to contact their local Children’s Centre and register for the ‘4ALL’ magazine for further local information. Parents may also wish to browse the Lincolnshire Parent Carers Forum website, packed full of courses and networking opportunities and the Lincolnshire Local offer and SEND section of the Lincolnshire Family Services Directory online which can be found at:

http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/lincs/fsd/localoffer.page?familychannel=2 

A helpful leaflet designed to signpost and support parents with children who exhibit challenges at home is available called ‘Helping You To Help Your Child’. Accessing these services and ways of support prior to exploring what else the school can do to help, will support your child and your own understanding of their difficulties.

Every local authority has its own offer of support for children with special educational needs and their families. To access the Lincolnshire Local Offer for SEND, please click the link below:

https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/send-local-offer

There is a lot of jargon and specific terminology surrounding special educational needs. Please see Appendix 7 for a guide to the most common terms found in Lincolnshire and the surrounding area.


	

	



For further information, please also see:

Appendix 8 – Training for SEND (The Five-Year Pathway)

Appendix 9 – Helping You to Help Your Child Leaflet
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