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      MALCOLM SARGENT PRIMARY SCHOOL

           Love To Learn 



26 November 2025
Dear Parents

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 2025-2026
Christmas is fast approaching, and I am writing to let you know how we will be celebrating this in school.
Christmas Post
The Christmas post box, at the office, will be in place from 0800 on Monday 1 December through to 0900 on Wednesday 17 December.  Cards for children in other classes should be posted into the post box but cards for children in the same class should be handed out via your class teacher. 

Please ensure your child addresses the envelope clearly with the recipient’s name and class number/teacher’s name.  Cards can then be successfully delivered by our Y6 Christmas post elves daily during their lunchtime.

Rag Day

Donations to the PTFA Christmas Fayre should be brought into school on Thursday 27 November in exchange for children wearing non-school clothing. Donations should be delivered to the IT Suite. The PTFA will send out further information about Rag Day shortly.
Christmas Fayre
The Christmas Fayre will be held between 1300 and 1600 on Saturday 29 November in the school hall.  Please come along to a festive and fun-filled afternoon which will include the ever-popular cake stall, refreshments including mince pies and mulled wine, performances by both the Y3/4 and the Y5/6 Choirs, Santa’s grotto and other games and fun!  
If you are able to support the PTFA by helping out on 29 November, before, during or after the Fayre, please email PTFA@malcolmsargent.lincs.sch.uk.  There are always lots of jobs to do from setting up and manning stalls to clearing away afterwards.  Again, the PTFA will send out further information in due course.
Both our Y3/4 choir and our Y5/6 choir will be performing at the Christmas Fayre too, and further information will be shared with parents by Mrs Mills in due course.
The Country Dance Club will be performing at the Fayre at 1500 and a Parentmail relating to this has already been sent to parents.

Choir
On Monday 15 December, the Y6 children who are in the Y5/6 choir will be performing at Newcomb Court in Stamford.  Further information regarding this will follow from Mrs Mills in due course.
The Y5/6 Choir will also be performing at the Stamford Christmas Lights Switch-On on Thursday 27 November, and a Parentmail Form has already been sent to all Y5/.6 Choir parents regarding this.

EYFS Nativity Performances
Our FS children are busy practising their nativity performances called I-Spy Christmas! Letters regarding the performances have already been sent to EYFS parents.

Y1/2 Christmas Assemblies
Our Y1 and Y2 classrooms will be open for Christmas assemblies during December on set days.  Information regarding this has already been sent to parents.

Christmas Parties
Our EYFS-Y2 Christmas party and secret visit from Santa will be held on Thursday 18 December and the Y3-6 parties will be held on 19 December. These will be held in class during the school day.
Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day
On 18 December, we will be eating our Christmas lunch.  Please order your child’s Christmas meal via SchoolGrid by 5 December so that the Dolce kitchen team know how many turkeys to order! If your child is in EYFS-Y2, we will automatically order the main roast turkey option for you so if your child has a dietary requirement or allergy, you will need to login and amend that meal or cancel it, as appropriate. If you have not yet accessed your SchoolGrid account and need help doing so, please contact the school office.  
On 18 December, to coincide with Christmas lunch, the children can wear a Christmas jumper, instead of their school sweatshirt/cardigan. They should, however, wear the rest of the school uniform/PE kit as normal.  (Please note that we are not collecting money for this.)  
After-School Clubs – final week of term

As the calendar is so busy in the final week of term, all after-school clubs (other than the Acorn ASC) are cancelled in the final week of term so please ensure you either book your child into Acorn for the required days or collect at 1510 at the classroom door.
Support Over Christmas
Please contact a member of the Pastoral Team if you are concerned about your child’s wellbeing over the Christmas break. They can signpost you to external resources and organisations.  If you wish to find out more about this, please contact them via the school office before 0900 on 18 December to give them time to action your request before we break up.  
Additionally, Acorn will be running its Holiday Activities & Food (HAF) Club on 22 and 23 December 2025 and 2 January 2026 for pupil premium and other invited children, alongside its standard holiday club. A letter regarding the issue of HAF Club vouchers enabling parents to book places has already been shared with eligible families.  Other families can contact Acorn about booking on their clubs by calling 01780 766493 or emailing enquiries@acornchildcarecentre.co.uk.  Acorn Holiday Club also runs on 5 January 2026.  Please contact Acorn direct if you have any questions or wish to book onto a club.  Please note that Acorn will close for its Christmas break between 24 December 2025 and Thursday 1 January 2026 inclusive.
George’s Food Hub will be running at our school on 22 and 24 December and again on 29 and 31 December between 1445 and 1615.  The Hub will also be running at other schools throughout the holidays; please visit http://georgesfoodhub.co.uk/ for more information or follow George’s Food Hub on Facebook.

Second Helpings has a food pantry and serves hot food at The Methodist Church on Barn Hill, further information at:

http://www.secondhelpings.org.uk/ 

The Trussell Trust also has the Stamford Food Bank, details at:

https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/stamford/ 

The Bread & Butter Thing at Christchurch also have support for families over this period at:

https://www.breadandbutterthing.org/news/new-affordable-food-club-comes-to-stamford
The Household Support Fund payment for the winter period is running again this year and those parents whose children were eligible for Free School Meals as at 14 November have already received a £80 voucher, per child.  Parents of children in EYFS-Y2 who are eligible for the Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) scheme will not receive these vouchers unless their child is also eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) as they are two different schemes.
Christmas Holiday Dates

The school breaks up for Christmas on Friday 19 December 2025 and the children return to school on Tuesday 6 January 2026 (with Monday 5 January being a staff training day).

We wish you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Yours sincerely

Liz Town
Business Director
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