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     MALCOLM SARGENT PRIMARY SCHOOL

          Love To Learn 



13 February 2026

Dear Parents/Carers
DYSLEXIA ASSESSMENTS
You child is currently on the waiting list for an assessment by a specialist teacher for processing, memory and possible dyslexia from the Specialist teaching Team, (STT).  STT is a service which the school buys in for children who we feel are at risk of having dyslexia. 
The STT Team have been in touch to advise us that the regulations around the assessment and diagnosis of dyslexia have changed. Children who might have visual processing difficulties (VPD) or who are under current assessment with an ophthalmologist for these difficulties, will no longer be able to be assessed for dyslexia until such needs have been identified, assessed and the relevant services have discharged them. 
Due to this change, I will be reviewing all children currently on the waiting list, to determine whether at present they can be assessed and to investigate their current needs and referral pathway for ophthalmology. I will alert your child’s class teacher should there be a change to your child being on the list for a dyslexia assessment with STT, so that they can let you know. 
I am unaware, at this stage, whether this change also applies to private services offering assessments for dyslexia or not, but as all three governing bodies which look after the diagnosis of dyslexia have issued this advice, this should apply to any organisation which offers a diagnosis. 
If you have any questions, please do get in touch by speaking to me in the playground or emailing me via enquiries@malcolmsargent.lincs.sch.uk. 
Yours sincerely

Tim Cox

Vice Principal & SENDCo
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