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      MALCOLM SARGENT PRIMARY SCHOOL

           Love To Learn 



23 February 2026
Dear Parents/Guardians of Y3-6 Children

GRANTHAM SWIMMING GALA – FRIDAY 6 MARCH 2026
Following timed swimming trials over the past two weeks, your child has been selected to take part in the swimming gala in Grantham, on Friday 6 March 2026.  Please note that even if your child won their race they may have been disqualified from the trials due to their stroke technique ie in breaststroke, a child would be disqualified for a screw leg kick or butterfly legs. This event is fully funded by the school and no payment is required.
Please ensure your child brings their swimming kit into school on 9 February.  They should come to school in their PE kit, even if it is not their usual PE day with their swimming costume/trunks on under their PE kit.  This saves time in the changing rooms before the trials.

The event will be held at Grantham Meres Leisure Centre on 6 March 2026, starting at 0845 and running until approximately 1215.  The children will be transported by bus with staff members in attendance.  We will need to leave promptly at 0745 to allow us to arrive in Grantham and be in the changing rooms by 0830 as per the rules of the gala.  Please therefore for your child to be in the studio at 0730 for registration on 6 March.  You can access the studio via the front door of the school by the office.

We will be back in school for around 1245 in time for all children to eat lunch, even if it is not their usual lunch break.  
The swimming kit should comprise:

· Two swimming towels (one for poolside between trials to keep the children warm and one for the changing rooms afterwards).

· Trunks (fitted, not surf style) or one-piece swimming costume (not bikinis).

· Goggles.

· A swimming hat if required (children are required to wear swimming hats if they have long hair, to prevent hair in their eyes when they swim, whether they are girls or boys).

· A waterproof bag for their wet clothes.

· Dry pants to change into following the trials.
Children should not wear earrings for the gala.
We strongly recommend the children should take a drink of water with them to the pool, in a named water bottle, and we would advise that they have a snack with them to eat before or after the event (not allowed in the pool area). 

Spectators will be welcome to support at the event and LeisureSK will be charging £1.00 to enter. The gala starts at 0900.  Please be aware that as this is a public event, under data protection regulations, spectators may take images or videos of the children, and those images and videos belong to the person taking them.  If your child cannot have images taken of them, they should not attend. 
If your child has an auto-adrenaline injector or an asthma inhaler in school with us, we will take those automatically.  If your child requires any other medication, please mark the Parentmail form accordingly and hand it to an adult on the morning of the event.  If your child suffers from travel sickness, please ensure that they have received the correct dose of their medication before coming into school.
Please now complete the Parentmail Form by 1000 on Friday 27 February giving permission, or otherwise, for your child to attend.

Thank you.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Steph Spurdens 
TA

Parentmail Form

· My child will attend this event

· My child will not attend this event

· Medication

· Emergency Contact No
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