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      MALCOLM SARGENT PRIMARY SCHOOL

           Love To Learn 



6 March 2026
Dear Parents of Children in Y1
ACCELERATED READER - DEVELOPING GREAT READERS

Accelerated Reader is a student-driven initiative, which allows teachers to accurately guide and encourage children to read age-, content- and challenge- appropriate books.  
The Education Endowment Foundation has carried out much research into the effectiveness of Accelerated Reader, and it has been found that children make an average of three months plus of additional progress in a 12-month period. when following the programme.  It is also recommended by the Lincolnshire Educational Psychology Services and Specialist Teacher Team as a resource to ensure children remain reading books to develop their comprehension, together with their reading fluency.

Children who are working in the blue, grey and comprehension RWI group will complete a ‘Star Reader’ test in which their ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (ZPD being the range within which pupils can best develop their reading, whilst avoiding frustration) will be assessed.  This information will then be shared with the children, and they will choose the relevant books within their range. 

All children in this group will have a session with their class teacher to explain the new system and to ensure they are picking appropriate texts.  For example, a child may have a ZPD range of 2.2-3.2.  This means that they can choose any books with a book level within this range.  The book levels are determined by Accelerated Reader and not by us; a computer programme is used to level the book based on the difficulty of the words. 

Accelerated Reader books are grouped into age ranges according to comprehension, vocabulary, stamina and sentence types.  Once the children have read a book within their range, they are able to take a quiz, in which they answer a range of multiple-choice questions to assess their understanding and comprehension of what they have read.  It is expected that children who have read at the appropriate level would be able to achieve approximately 85% on these mini quizzes, allowing them to make the accelerated progress. 

The children will take a second ‘Star Reader’ test in the summer term which may affect their ZPD range and the books they can read.  The ‘Star Reader’ tests and ‘Accelerated Reader’ quizzes will work together to give the children more ownership over their reading and a better understanding of how to support their own development.  
We will share the children’s Accelerated Reader login details with you on Seesaw so that the children can log in from home to complete their quizzes. They will bring home a slip with their reading range so that they can choose the appropriate books. Please do not help them with the quiz otherwise the wrong books will be set for them afterwards. 

I would like to thank you for your continued support of your child’s reading development at home and would encourage you to contact me if you have any further questions. 

Yours sincerely

Mrs Katie Perry

Assistant Principal
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