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16 March 2026
Dear Parents of Y5/6 Choir Parents

MALCOLM SARGENT Y5/6 CHOIR – MONDAY 23 MARCH - OUNDLE FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND DRAMA COMPETITION 

I am delighted to inform you that the Year 5/6 Choir have had their places confirmed at the Oundle Festival of Music and Drama which will take place on Monday 23 March at 1100.  The festival is a competition with different schools from around the area.  It is fantastic that we can take the choir to the Oundle Festival to perform again.

I am delighted to also inform you that Kate Bidwell has agreed to be our accompanist for the Festival. Kate is a very experienced piano player and piano teacher and is going to be joining our music peripatetic teaching staff in the Summer Term.

There will be an extended choir rehearsal on Wednesday 18 March until 1645. This is to enable Kate to join us at the rehearsal so the choir can practise fully with her as this is the only day she has available. Your support in this is truly appreciated if you can let your child attend the full rehearsal on this one-off occasion.

Timings and Venue
The Festival will take place in the Oundle School Chapel, which is situated on Milton Road, Oundle, PE8 4AQ.  The children will be transported by coach. Parents are warmly invited to come and watch and support the children.  Any donation to the festival is greatly appreciated to keep it running in the coming years.

Please be aware that photography and videoing is strictly prohibited within the Festival. 

The choir will be departing school 0930.  It is therefore essential that all children meet in the Music Room at 0830. We are planning to return to school for 1230 for lunch 

What To Wear
This is a competition and it is vital the children who are attending are wearing the full school uniform in the correct colours.  The children are representing Malcolm Sargent Primary School, and we want the choirs to look their very best.  Grey trousers or skirts, school navy blue jumper with school logo, white shirt, school tie, plain grey socks or tights and clean black school shoes.  No Y6 hoodies please.

All hair should be neat and tidy. No hair accessories except for thin headbands and bobbles which should be navy blue in colour.

We want to look our very best for the festival, so thank you for cooperation.

Medication
If your child requires medicine including travel sickness pill, please give details on the reply form and give any medication to them before arrival at school.  Any further medication should be put into a named envelope and handed to Mrs Mills on the morning of the festival. If your child has an auto-adrenaline injector or inhaler in school, we will take those with us automatically.

What to Bring
Children should only need to bring a reading book, a coat, a water bottle and healthy snacks. Please pack everything into a small rucksack.

Travel
Under the school’s Charging and Remissions Policy, this activity is classed as optional.  That means that it is not a required activity under the national curriculum. We are very grateful to the Festival organisers who have given us £200 in funding toward the cost of the coach which has significantly reduced the cost.  However, in order to make the trip viable, we are requesting a voluntary contribution from parents to cover the cost of the transport to and from Oundle of £2.00 per child. Please make the payment online via Parentmail payments by Friday 20 March.

I hope your child will enjoy the experience of preparing for and taking part in the festival. 

Please also complete the online Parentmail permission form again by 1000 on Friday 23 March.

I am really looking forward to taking the children to the festival; it promises to be a great event. Wish us luck!

Yours sincerely

Mrs Vicki Mills
Choir Leader


Parentmail form:

· My child can attend this event
· My child will not attend this event
· Medication:
· School website permission
· School Facebook permission
· Festival photographer permission
· Festival website permission
· Festival Facebook permission
· Festival local press permission
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